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Child-support
collections at

all-time high

B Amount up 6 percent
from last fiscal year,
child services rep says

TERI FIGUERDA
STarF WiEiTER

The amount of money collected
and handed out to parents and
Eumﬂiam"- by the county's Child

upport Services Department is
at an all-time high, agency offi-
cials announced ;

The money the department dis-
tributed topped $159 million in
child-support payments to 15
and guardians during the m
cal year, a 38 percent jump from
five fiscal years ago, agency

John Rosenthal said.

The new numbers are also 6
percent higher than the amount
the agency meted out Eunn%

the
Iast fiscal vear, he said. The fiscal D

]
i

yedr runs from July 1 to June 30.

The average monthly amount
collected per nt is about 5239
as of the mﬁ of June, up from
about 5215 a year ago, according
1o agency numbers,

e increase comes at a time
when the San Diego County
agency — which deals with one of
every seven San Diego County
families — faces the loss of as
much as 20 percent of its staff.

State cuts threatened to force
county managers to shave
Child Support Services’
budget by from $54.44 million to
£47.66 million and lay off 124 of
its 690 workers.

A new budget deal in Sacra-
mento could dissolve that threat
to the department’s budget, said
Thomas Boardman, director of the
Child Suppaort Services agency.

But the loss of staffers remains
a threat, Rosenthal said. That's be-
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